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THE CONNOISSEUR. 




Up in the ether deep and blue, 

Where the air is floating, and soft and fine, 
And where, like a spot of the tenderest hue, 

The wings of the soaring sky-lark shine ; 
Buoyant they glitter, and far and near 

Her notes drop down like an April shower — 
And 0, are they tender and sweet and clear, 

As they sprinkle like dew-drops the morning hour ! 

When the hot noon shines with its sultry ray, 

And the kine lie close by the orchard-wall, 
And the cricket is silent, and through the day 

The locust is ringing his ceaseless call — 
There's a spot where the brook thro' the woodland bowers 

Is droning a note with a slumbrous trill, 
And nestling close to the wild-wood flowers, 

We own that the world is a good world still ! 

And so, when the sunset droppeth down. 

And tasks are ended and duty done — 
And a bell-note floats from the distant town — 

And the silent watch of the stars begun. 
We'll say that Nature, at morn, at noon, 

Hath ever its rapture, tho' flecked with care, 
And a day is never begun too soon 

That ends in a twilight so calm, so fair ! 

Wm. M. Briggs. 



THE STUDY OF INTERIOR DECORATION. 



\Mg\j^ URNITURE is divided into 
V^^^^ two distinct classes : fixed 
j^Hj^^Sl, furniture, included in ar- 
VMVJr^ chitecture, and compre- 
hending wood-work, ceilings, chimney- 
pieces — in a word, all that forms a part 
of the building ; and movable furniture, 



is a matter of great importance in 

setting off the apartment. If the ar- 
chitect charged with the decoration of 
a house thoroughly understands the 
arabesques of Androuet du Cerceau 
for the sixteenth century, the plates of 
Abraham Bosse for the reign of Louis 



which depends on the upholsterer, and XIU., the numerous decorative engrav- 



